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Publisher’s  Note
It has been our constant endeavour at the V&S Publishers to publish all 
kinds of books ranging from Fiction, Non-fiction, Storybooks, Children 
Encyclopaedias, to Self-Help, Science Books, Dictionaries, Grammar Books, 
Self-Development, Management Books, etc. 

However, this is for the first time that we are venturing into the vast, rich 
and fathomless ocean of English Literature and have come up with a set of ten 
storybooks called the Greatest Classic Series authored by some of the greatest and 
eminent writers of the world. There is a lot to learn from their writing style, 
selection of plot, development and building of theme and suspense of the 
story, emphasis and presentation of characters, dialogues, working towards 
the climax of the story, presenting the climax, and then finally concluding the 
story. 

Each these books are of about 200 pages containing around ten popular 
stories or more of renowned authors like Oscar Wilde, Ernest William Hornung, 
Guy de Maupassant, O. Henry, Saki, Washington Irving, Thomas Hardy, Charles 
Dickens, Jules Verne, Jack London, Mark Twain, Edgar Allen Poe, H.G.Wells, 
Ambrose Bierce, Amelia Edwards, Edith Wharton, Wilkie Collins and many 
more. The series is called The Greatest Classic Series as all the names of the 
books begin with the word, `Greatest’ like the Greatest Adventurous Stories, 
Greatest Detective Stories, Greatest Love Stories, Greatest Ghost Stories, and 
so on.  Besides this, three of the ten books are exclusively on the Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes, one of the best detectives the world has ever known written 
by none other than Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

Besides the above mentioned characteristics, the books contain an 
introductory page before each story introducing the author, his brief life 
history, notable works and literary achievements. Each story has a set of word 
meanings on each page followed by an exercise meant exclusively aiming the 
school students to help them grasp the essence of the story easily and quickly.

These books are not only a boon for the school-going students, particularly 
studying in senior classes from the seventh standard till the twelfth, but are 
also a treasure trove for all those young and aspiring writers, voracious readers 
and lovers of English language and literature.   
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Each of these ten books focus on a theme, such as adventure, love, terror, humour, 
or supernatural happenings, and are so captivating and real to life that readers may 
find it difficult to choose from them and so it’s better to pick the entire series. 

Wishing you all a happy and enjoyable reading… 
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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
Born on May 22, 1859
Died on July 7, 1930
Notable Works: Stories of  Sherlock Holmes, The Lost World, A 
Study in Scarlet, etc.
Honours: Knight Bachelor (1902) and Archie Goodwin Award (2005)                                                                                   

Early Life
Sir Arthur Ignatius Conan Doyle, DL (a Deputy Lieutenant is a military commission 
in the United Kingdom and one of the several deputies to the Lord Lieutenant of a 
lieutenancy area) was born on May 22, 1859 at 11 Picardy Place, Edinburgh, Scotland. 
He was a Scottish physician and writer, most noted for his stories about the detective, 
Sherlock Holmes, generally considered a milestone in the field of crime fiction, 
and for the adventures of Professor Challenger. He was a prolific writer, whose 
other works include science fiction stories, plays, romances, poetry, non-fiction and 
historical novels.
 His father, Charles Altamont Doyle, was an English of Irish descent, and his 
mother was an Irish. Although he is now referred to as “Conan Doyle”, the origin 
of this compound surname is uncertain. Supported by wealthy uncles, Conan Doyle 
was sent to the Roman Catholic Jesuit preparatory school, Hodder Place, Stonyhurst, 
at the age of nine. He then went on to Stonyhurst College until 1875. From 1875 to 
1876, he was educated at the Jesuit school Stella Matutina in Feldkirch, Austria. From 
1876 to 1881, he studied medicine at the University of Edinburgh, including a period 
working in the town of Aston (now a district of Birmingham) and in Sheffield, as 
well as in Shropshire at Ruyton-XI-Towns. Conan Doyle began writing short stories 
while studying. His earliest extant fiction, “The Haunted Grange of Goresthorpe”, was 
unsuccessfully submitted to Blackwood’s Magazine. His first published piece, “The 
Mystery of Sasassa Valley”, a story set in South Africa, was printed in Chambers’s 
Edinburgh Journal on September 6, 1879. Later that month, on September 20, Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle published his first non-fictional article, “Gelsemium as a Poison” 
in the British Medical Journal.
 Following his term at the university, he was employed as a doctor on the Greenland 
whaler - the Hope of Peterhead in 1880 and after his graduation, as a ship’s surgeon on 
the SS Mayumba during a voyage to the West African coast in 1881. He completed his 
doctorate on the subject of tabes dorsalis in 1885. 

Literary Works and Achievements
His practice was initially not very successful. While waiting for patients, Conan Doyle 
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again began writing stories and composed his first novels, The Mystery of Cloomber, 
not published until 1888, and the unfinished Narrative of John Smith, which went 
unpublished until 2011. He amassed a portfolio of short stories including “The Captain 
of the Pole-Star” and “J. Habakuk Jephson’s Statement”, both inspired by Doyle’s time 
at sea.
 Doyle struggled to find a publisher for his work. His first significant piece, A Study 
in Scarlet, was taken by Ward Lock & Co on November 20, 1886, giving Doyle £25 
for all rights to the story. The piece appeared later that year in the Beeton’s Christmas 
Annual and received good reviews in The Scotsman and the Glasgow Herald. The 
story featured the first appearance of Watson and Sherlock Holmes, partially modelled 
after his former university teacher, Joseph Bell. 

“Death” of Sherlock Holmes
In December 1893, in order to dedicate more of his time to what he considered his 
more important works (his historical novels), Conan Doyle had Holmes and Professor 
Moriarty apparently plunge to their deaths together down the Reichenbach Falls in the 
story “The Final Problem”. Public outcry, however, led him to bring the character back 
in 1901, in “The Hound of the Baskervilles”, though this was set at a time before the 
Reichenbach incident. In 1903, Conan Doyle published his first Holmes short story 
in ten years, “The Adventure of the Empty House”, in which it was explained that 
only Moriarty had fallen; but since Holmes had other dangerous enemies—especially, 
Colonel Sebastian Moran—he had arranged to also be perceived as dead. Holmes 
ultimately was featured in a total of 56 short stories and four Conan Doyle novels, 
and has since appeared in many novels and stories by other authors too.

Later Years
Following the death of his wife, Louisa in 1906, the death of his son, Kingsley, just 
before the end of World War I, and the deaths of his brother, Innes, his two brothers-in-
laws (one of whom was E. W. Hornung, creator of the literary character, Raffles) and 
his two nephews, shortly after the war, Conan Doyle sank into depression. He found 
solace supporting spiritualism and its attempts to find proof of existence beyond the 
grave. He was also a member of the renowned paranormal organisation, The Ghost 
Club. Its focus, then and now, is on the scientific study of alleged paranormal activities 
in order to prove (or refute) the existence of paranormal phenomena.
 His book, The Coming of the Fairies (1921) shows he was apparently convinced 
of the veracity of the five Cottingley Fairies photographs (which decades later were 
exposed as a hoax). In The History of Spiritualism (1926), Conan Doyle praised the 
psychic phenomena and spirit materialisations produced by Eusapia Palladino and 
Mina “Margery” Crandon. 
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 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was found clutching his chest in the hall of Windlesham, 
his house in Crowborough, East Sussex, on July 7, 1930. He died of a heart attack at 
the age of 71. His grave is at Minstead, England.

Trivia
A statue honours Conan Doyle at Crowborough Cross in Crowborough, where he lived 
for 23 years. There is also a statue of Sherlock Holmes in Picardy Place, Edinburgh, 
close to the house, where Conan Doyle was born. 

��
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The Adventure of the 
Noble Bachelor

—Arthur Conan Doyle

The Lord St. Simons marriage, and its curious termina-
tion, have long ceased to be a subject of interest in those 

exalted circles in which the unfortunate bridegroom moves. 
Fresh scandals have eclipsed it, and their more piquant details 
have drawn the gossips away from this four-year-old drama. 
As I have reason to believe, however, that the full facts have 
never been revealed to the general public, and as my friend 
Sherlock Holmes had a considerable share in clearing the mat-
ter up, I feel that no memoir of him would be complete with-
out some little sketch of this remarkable episode.

It was a few weeks before my own marriage, during the 
days when I was still sharing rooms with Holmes in Baker 
Street, that he came home from an afternoon stroll to find a 
letter on the table waiting for him. I had remained indoors 
all day, for the weather had taken a sudden turn to rain, 
with high autumnal winds, and the Jezail bullet which I had 
brought back in one of my limbs as a relic of my Afghan cam-
paign throbbed with dull persistence. With my body in one 
easy-chair and my legs upon another, I had surrounded my-
self with a cloud of newspapers until at last, saturated with 
the news of the day, I tossed them all aside and lay listless, 
watching the huge crest and monogram upon the envelope 
upon the table and wondering lazily who my friend’s noble 
correspondent could be.

“Here is a very fashionable epistle,” I remarked as he  
entered. “Your morning letters, if I remember right, were from 
a fish-monger and a tide-waiter.”

“Yes, my correspondence has certainly the charm of vari-
ety,” he answered, smiling, “and the humbler are usually the 
more interesting. This looks like one of those unwelcome social 
summonses which call upon a man either to be bored or to lie.”

He broke the seal and glanced over the contents. 
“Oh, come, it may prove to be something of interest, 

after all.”

Memoir - A record 
of events
Crest - The head or 
top of anything
Monogram - An 
emblem 
Exalted – Dignified
Piquant – Strong 
and sharp
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“Not social, then?”
“No, distinctly professional.”
“And from a noble client?”
“One of the highest in England.”
“My dear fellow, I congratulate you.”
“I assure you, Watson, without affectation, that the status 

of my client is a matter of less moment to me than the interest 
of his case. It is just possible, however, that that also may not 
be wanting in this new investigation. You have been reading 
the papers diligently of late, have you not?”

“It looks like it,” said I ruefully, pointing to a huge bundle 
in the corner. “I have had nothing else to do.”

“It is fortunate, for you will perhaps be able to post me 
up. I read nothing except the criminal news and the agony 
column. The latter is always instructive. But if you have fol-
lowed recent events so closely you must have read about Lord 
St. Simon and his wedding?”

“Oh, yes, with the deepest interest.”
“That is well. The letter which I hold in my hand is from 

Lord St. Simon. I will read it to you, and in return, you must 
turn over these papers and let me have whatever bears upon 
the matter. This is what he says:

“’MY DEAR MR. SHERLOCK HOLMES,

“’Lord Backwater tells me that I may place implicit reli-
ance upon your judgement and discretion. I have determined, 
therefore, to call upon you and to consult you in reference to 
the very painful event which has occurred in connection with 
my wedding. Mr. Lestrade, of Scotland Yard, is acting already 
in the matter, but he assures me that he sees no objection to 
your cooperation, and that he even thinks that it might be of 
some assistance. I will call at four o’clock in the afternoon, and, 
should you have any other engagement at that time, I hope that 
you will postpone it, as this matter is of paramount importance.

“’Yours faithfully,
“’ST. SIMON.’

“It is dated from Grosvenor Mansions, written with a 
quill pen, and the noble lord has had the misfortune to get 
a smear of ink upon the outer side of his right little finger,” 
remarked Holmes as he folded up the epistle.

Diligently - 
Persistently 
Paramount - Chief, 
Greatest, Atmost 
Discretion - Choice
Ruefully – 
Apologetically
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“He says four o’clock. It is three now. He will be here in 
an hour.”

“Then I have just time, with your assistance, to get clear 
upon the subject. Turn over those papers and arrange the 
extracts in their order of time, while I take a glance as to 
who our client is.” He picked a red-covered volume from a 
line of books of reference beside the mantelpiece. “Here he 
is,” said he, sitting down and flattening it out upon his knee. 
“Lord Robert Walsingham de Vere St. Simon, second son of 
the Duke of Balmoral. Hum! Arms: Azure, three caltrops in 
chief over a fess sable. Born in 1846. He’s forty-one years of 
age, which is mature for marriage. Was Under-Secretary for 
the colonies in a late administration. The Duke, his father, 
was at one time Secretary for Foreign Affairs. They inherit 
Plantagenet blood by direct descent, and Tudor on the dis-
taff side. Ha! Well, there is nothing very instructive in all 
this. I think that I must turn to you Watson, for something 
more solid.”

“I have very little difficulty in finding what I want,” said 
I, “for the facts are quite recent, and the matter struck me as 
remarkable. I feared to refer them to you, however, as I knew 
that you had an inquiry on hand and that you disliked the in-
trusion of other matters.”

“Oh, you mean the little problem of the Grosvenor Square 
furniture van. That is quite cleared up now – though, indeed, 
it was obvious from the first. Pray give me the results of your 
newspaper selections.”

“Here is the first notice which I can find. It is in the per-
sonal column of the Morning Post, and dates, as you see, some 
weeks back: ‘A marriage has been arranged,’ it says, ‘and will, 
if rumour is correct, very shortly take place, between Lord 
Robert St. Simon, second son of the Duke of Balmoral, and 
Miss Hatty Doran, the only daughter of Aloysius Doran, Esq., 
of San Francisco, Cal., U.S.A.’ That is all.”

“Terse and to the point,” remarked Holmes, stretching his 
long, thin legs towards the fire.

“There was a paragraph amplifying this in one of the so-
ciety papers of the same week. Ah, here it is: ‘There will soon 
be a call for protection in the marriage market, for the present 
free-trade principle appears to tell heavily against our home 
product. One by one the management of the noble houses of 
Great Britain is passing into the hands of our fair cousins from 

Intrusion - A 
wrongful entry 
Fess - A broad 
horizontal band
Sable - A mourning 
garment
Descent - Action of 
moving downwards 
Caltrops – An anti-
personnel weapon 
made of two or more 
sharp nails
Distaff – A staff used 
in spinning
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across the Atlantic. An important addition has been made dur-
ing the last week to the list of the prizes which have been borne 
away by these charming invaders. Lord St. Simon, who has 
shown himself for over twenty years proof against the little 
god’s arrows, has now definitely announced his approaching 
marriage with Miss Hatty Doran, the fascinating daughter of a 
California millionaire. Miss Doran, whose graceful figure and 
striking face attracted much attention at the Westbury House 
festivities, is an only child, and it is currently reported that 
her dowry will run to considerably over the six figures, with 
expectancies for the future. As it is an open secret that the Duke 
of Balmoral has been compelled to sell his pictures within the 
last few years, and as Lord St. Simon has no property of his 
own save the small estate of Birchmoor, it is obvious that the 
Californian heiress is not the only gainer by an alliance which 
will enable her to make the easy and common transition from 
a Republican lady to a British peeress.’”

“Anything else?” asked Holmes, yawning. 
“Oh, yes; plenty. Then there is another note in the Morning 

Post to say that the marriage would be an absolutely quiet one, 
that it would be at St. George’s, Hanover Square, that only half 
a dozen intimate friends would be invited, and that the party 
would return to the furnished house at Lancaster Gate which 
has been taken by Mr. Aloysius Doran. Two days later – that 
is, on Wednesday last – there is a curt announcement that the 
wedding had taken place, and that the honeymoon would be 
passed at Lord Backwater’s place, near Petersfield. Those are 
all the notices which appeared before the disappearance of 
the bride.”

“Before the what?” asked Holmes with a start.
“The vanishing of the lady.”
“When did she vanish, then?”
“At the wedding breakfast.”
“Indeed. This is more interesting than it promised to be; 

quite dramatic, in fact.”
“Yes; it struck me as being a little out of the common.”
“They often vanish before the ceremony, and occasionally 

during the honeymoon; but I cannot call to mind anything 
quite so prompt as this. Pray let me have the details.”

“I warn you that they are very incomplete.”
“Perhaps, we may make them less so.”

The little god’s 
arrows – Cupid’s 
arrows
Peeress – A noble 
woman
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“Such as they are, they are set forth in a single article of 
a morning paper of yesterday, which I will read to you. It is 
headed, ‘Singular Occurrence at a Fashionable Wedding’:

“’The family of Lord Robert St. Simon has been thrown 
into the greatest consternation by the strange and painful 
episodes which have taken place in connection with his wed-
ding. The ceremony, as shortly announced in the papers of 
yesterday, occurred on the previous morning; but it is only 
now that it has been possible to confirm the strange rumours 
which have been so persistently floating about. In spite of the 
attempts of the friends to hush the matter up, so much public 
attention has now been drawn to it that no good purpose can 
be served by affecting to disregard what is a common subject 
for conversation.

“’The ceremony, which was performed at St. George’s, 
Hanover Square, was a very quiet one, no one being present 
save the father of the bride, Mr. Aloysius Doran, the Duchess 
of Balmoral, Lord Backwater, Lord Eustace, and Lady Clara 
St. Simon (the younger brother and sister of the bridegroom), 
and Lady Alicia Whittington. The whole party proceeded 
afterwards to the house of Mr. Aloysius Doran, at Lancaster 
Gate, where breakfast had been prepared. It appears that 
some little trouble was caused by a woman, whose name has 
not been ascertained, who endeavoured to force her way into 
the house after the bridal party, alleging that she had some 
claim upon Lord St. Simon. It was only after a painful and 
prolonged scene that she was ejected by the butler and the 
footman. The bride, who had fortunately entered the house 
before this unpleasant interruption, had sat down to breakfast 
with the rest, when she complained of a sudden indisposi-
tion and retired to her room. Her prolonged absence having 
caused some comment, her father followed her, but learned 
from her maid that she had only come up to her chamber for 
an instant, caught up an ulster and bonnet, and hurried down 
to the passage. One of the footmen declared that he had seen 
a lady leave the house thus apparelled, but had refused to 
credit that it was his mistress, believing her to be with the 
company. On ascertaining that his daughter had disappeared, 
Mr. Aloysius Doran, in conjunction with the bridegroom, in-
stantly put themselves in communication with the police, and 
very energetic inquiries are being made, which will probably 
result in a speedy clearing up of this very singular business. 

Ejected - Thrown out
Ulster - Long loose 
overcoat 
Bonnet - The 
ceremonial feathered 
headdress
Consternation – 
Anxiety, Dismay
Indisposition – 
Mild illness
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Up to a late hour last night, however, nothing had transpired 
as to the whereabouts of the missing lady. There are rumours 
of foul play in the matter, and it is said that the police have 
caused the arrest of the woman who had caused the original 
disturbance, in the belief that, from jealousy or some other 
motive, she may have been concerned in the strange disap-
pearance of the bride.’”

“And is that all?”
“Only one little item in another of the morning papers, 

but it is a suggestive one.”
“And it is –”
“That Miss Flora Millar, the lady who had caused the dis-

turbance, has actually been arrested. It appears that she was 
formerly a danseuse at the Allegro, and that she has known 
the bridegroom for some years. There are no further particu-
lars, and the whole case is in your hands now – so far as it has 
been set forth in the public press.”

“And an exceedingly interesting case it appears to be. I 
would not have missed it for worlds. But there is a ring at the 
bell, Watson, and as the clock makes it a few minutes after 
four, I have no doubt that this will prove to be our noble client. 
Do not dream of going, Watson, for I very much prefer having 
a witness, if only as a check to my own memory.”

“Lord Robert St. Simon,” announced our page-boy, throw-
ing open the door. A gentleman entered, with a pleasant, cul-
tured face, high-nosed and pale, with something perhaps of 
petulance about the mouth, and with the steady, well-opened 
eye of a man whose pleasant lot it had ever been to com-
mand and to be obeyed. His manner was brisk, and yet his 
general appearance gave an undue impression of age, for he 
had a slight forward stoop and a little bend of the knees as he 
walked. His hair, too, as he swept off his very curly-brimmed 
hat, was grizzled around the edges and thin upon the top. As to 
his dress, it was careful to the verge of foppish ness, with high 
collar, black frock-coat, white waistcoat, yellow gloves, patent-
leather shoes, and light-coloured gaiters. He advanced slowly 
into the room, turning his head from left to right, and swinging 
in his right hand the cord which held his golden eyeglasses.

“Good-day, Lord St. Simon,” said Holmes, rising and 
bowing. “Pray take the basket-chair. This is my friend and 
colleague, Dr. Watson. Draw up a little to the fire, and we will 
talk this matter over.”

Gaiters - A garment 
similar to leggings
Brisk - Active, fast 
and energetic 
Grizzled - Streaked 
with grey hair
Danseuse – A ballet 
dancer
Petulance – Bad 
temper
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“A most painful matter to me, as you can most readily 
imagine, Mr. Holmes. I have been cut to the quick. I under-
stand that you have already managed several delicate cases of 
this sort sir, though I presume that they were hardly from the 
same class of society.”

“No, I am descending.”
“I beg pardon.”
“My last client of the sort was a king.”
“Oh, really! I had no idea. And which king?”
“The King of Scandinavia.”
“What! Had he lost his wife?”
“You can understand,” said Holmes suavely, “that I ex-

tend to the affairs of my other clients the same secrecy which 
I promise to you in yours.”

“Of course! Very right! very right! I’m sure I beg pardon. 
As to my own case, I am ready to give you any information 
which may assist you in forming an opinion.”

“Thank you. I have already learned all that is in the 
public prints, nothing more. I presume that I may take it as 
correct–this article, for example, as to the disappearance of 
the bride.”

Lord St. Simon glanced over it. “Yes, it is correct, as far as 
it goes.”

“But it needs a great deal of supplementing before anyone 
could offer an opinion. I think that I may arrive at my facts 
most directly by questioning you.”

“Pray do so.”
“When did you first meet Miss Hatty Doran?”
“In San Francisco, a year ago.”
“You were travelling in the States?”
“Yes.”
“Did you become engaged then?”
“No.”
“But you were on a friendly footing?”
“I was amused by her society, and she could see that I was 

amused.”
“Her father is very rich?”
“He is said to be the richest man on the Pacific slope.”
“And how did he make his money?”

Suavely - In a 
charming manner
Cut to the quick – 
To upset someone by 
criticising them
Supplementing – 
Adding
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