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 in Hatti – Tudhaliya ii and Šuppiluliuma i. During
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and instability. It began with the destruction of Hat-
tuša, and ended with a glorious military campaign,
in which a large part of Syria was conquered, and
the foundation laid for a strong and prosperous king-
dom. Many studies have dealt with this epoch, since
it parallels the el-Amarna period, however, its Hittite
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coupled with the discovery of several new sources for
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historical events that occurred during the protagon-
ists’ reign, to verify them and examine their details,
and then offers a synchronization of the Egyptian
and Hittite chronologies.

stavi

Universitätsverlag
winter

Heidelberg

Druckfarben

cyan

magenta

gelb

schwarz

boaz stavi

The Reign of Tudhaliya ii
        and S̆uppiluliuma i

The Contribution
of the Hittite Documentation
to a Reconstruction
of the Amarna Age

The R
eign of Tudhaliya i

i

and S̆
uppilulium

a i

THeth
31

creo




texte der hethiter
Philologische und historische Studien
zur Altanatolistik

Begründet von
Annelies Kammenhuber †

Fortgeführt von
Gernot Wilhelm

Neu herausgegeben von
Susanne Heinhold-Krahmer

in Zusammenarbeit
mit Daisuke Yoshida

Herausgeberbeirat

Paola Cotticelli (Verona)
Suzanne Herbordt-von Wickede (Leipzig)
Stefano de Martino (Triest)
Walther Sallaberger (München)
Ahmet Ünal (München)

Heft 31





Universitätsverlag
winter
Heidelberg

boaz stavi

The Reign
of Tudhaliya ii
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Chapter 1 Principal sources 
 
 
1.1 The Deeds of Šuppiluliuma (CTH 40) 

 

The Deeds of Šuppiluliuma (henceforth the DŠ) is the main source for 

information about the reign of Tudhaliya II and Šuppiluliuma. This 

literary work is part of a comprehensive historiographic trilogy 

composed during the reign of Muršili II, Šuppilulima’s son: the DŠ, 

about his grandfather’s and father’s exploits, being the first part of this 

trilogy, and the Annals of Muršili (i.e. the Ten Year Annals and the 

Comprehensive Annals) its second and third parts, respectively. In view 

of the level of detail in the DŠ, this text was likely based upon early 

sources such as the Annals of Šuppiluliuma (hereafter the AŠ). 

The first fragments of the DŠ were published by Forrer (1926), 

however, a full edition covering most of the fragments we are currently 

familiar with was produced by Güterbock only in 1956. In his edition, 

Güterbock (1956) introduced 51 fragments—43 of them (Fragments 1–

43
1
) arranged in a chronological order of his own devising. The 

remaining fragments (Fragments 44–51) were gathered into a separate 

group—‘Isolated and Doubtful Fragments’—since their position within 

the text is unclear. After this publication, several more fragments were 

added to the DŠ; some of these, in addition to new joins and duplicates, 

were included in the most recent edition recently published by del 

Monte (2009). 

 

1.1.1 Colophons, copies and series 

 

Some of the DŠ fragments are marked with colophons that note the 

tablet number. Güterbock identified three colophons belonging to the 

 
1  Henceforth in this study, numbered fragments that were included in the DŠ 

are designated with a capital F (e.g. ‘Fragment 1’). The same applies for 

tablets (e.g. ‘Seventh Tablet’) and copies (e.g. ‘Copy A’). 
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Second, Third/Fourth
2
 and Seventh Tablets.

3
 After publication of his 

book, the colophons of the Ninth (KBo 19.50)
4
 and Twelfth (KBo 19.48) 

Tablets were revealed by Otten (in his introduction to KBo 19). It is 

clear from the colophon of the Seventh Tablet
5
 that the official version 

of the text must have been written on a bronze tablet; therefore, the 

fragments we have today are not parts of the original, only of drafts or 

copies of it.  

The tablet numbers in the colophons should have been more helpful 

in evaluating the text’s scope; however, here we face another 

complication, since today it is clear that the DŠ has several different 

copies. None of them is complete, and in many cases there is no physical 

connection between the fragments that make up each copy; therefore, 

their assembly into a single copy has been made based on their subject 

and physical characteristics (such as form of signs, tablet colours, etc.).  

The copies belong to one of three series, which may be distinguished 

from one another by the size of the signs and number of lines. These 

resulted in columns of different size in each series—hence their names: 

the Short, Medium and Long Columns Series (Wilhelm and Boese 1987, 

79–82).
6
  

 

1.1.2  Restoring the order of the fragments 

 

In addition to the fragmentary state of this composition, there are several 

problems, which make the arrangement of the fragments difficult, such 

 
2  KUB 19.10 iv 1’ (Güterbock 1956, 66 n. 39). The number on this colophon 

might also be read as ‘4’ (del Monte 2009, 9–11).  
3  For a comprehensive review of the colophons of the DŠ, see del Monte 

2009, xxviii–xxx. 
4  This possibly does not belong to the DŠ but to another text such as the AŠ 

(Miller 2013, 117). 
5  KBo 5.6 iv l. 16–18: 16 DUB.7.KAM [NU].TIL 17 A-NA TUP-PÍ [Z]ABAR 18 na-a-ú-i 

[a]-ni-ia-an (Güterbock 1956, 97). 
6  Wilhelm and Boese (1987, 94; Wilhelm 2012, 240–245) suggested that the 

length of each column is proportional to the period of time it covers, and 

after some calculations concluded that each tablet of the Long Columns 

Series covers at least one to two years. For a critique of this, see Astour 

1989, 6–8; Bryce 1989, 20; Freu 1992, 88; Miller 2007a, 277–279. See also 

Wilhelm’s response (1991, 473f.). 
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as the lack of several key events (for example, Šuppiluliuma’s accession 

to the throne), the absence of references to regnal years, and the fact that 

references to the year’s beginning or year’s end are rare.
7
 Consequently, 

Güterbock had to use other means to fix the fragments’ order—the most 

prominent being the use of personal names that appear or are missing 

from the text. For example, he mentioned that Fragments 1–14 were 

located at the beginning of the text, since they include the name of 

Tudhaliya (II) or his designation ‘my grandfather’ (Güterbock 1956, 

42f.). In addition, when small fragments included the same personal 

names, Güterbock arranged them next to one another. For this reason 

Fragments 2 and 3, which mention Kantuzzili, and Fragments 4–6, in 

which Tuttu is mentioned, were placed together. Finally, Güterbock 

tried to find parallels for the events of the DŠ in other sources—when 

the order of events in these sources was clear, Güterbock used this in his 

arrangement of the fragments. 

 

1.1.3  The beginning of Šuppiluliuma’s reign in the DŠ 

 
Šuppiluliuma’s accession to the throne is not mentioned in the surviving 

parts of the DŠ. Güterbock (1956, 43) suggested that this event was 

detailed in the gap at the beginning of the Second Tablet’s fourth 

column (i.e. in the eleven lines gap at the beginning of Fragment 15
8
 

(Copy F)), since Tudhaliya does not seem to be active in latter parts of 

the piece.  

Wilhelm and Boese (1987, 80–83) argued that eleven lines are 

insufficient to accommodate all the missing information, namely: the 

end of the campaign against Arzawa described at the end of Fragment 

14;
9
 the death of Tudhaliya II; the death of Tudhaliya ‘the Younger’; 

 
7  For a detailed description of these difficulties, see Bryce 1989, 19f.; Miller 

2013. 
8  Text: F = KBo 14.3+KBo 40.293; G = KUB 19.18 (the obv. is pre-ruled); H 

= KBo 50.15 (rev.?). Edition: Güterbock 1956, 75–77; del Monte 2009, 19–

22, 30–37; see also Groddek 2008a, 116f.  
9  Text: F = KBo 14.3. Edition: Güterbock 1956, 67–68; del Monte 2009, 17–

19, 28–31. It is possible that the obv.(?) of KBo 50.15 (which mentions the 

Kaška and a conversation between the [‘father’] and the ‘grandfather’) is a 

duplicate of Fragment 14 (Groddek 2008a, 116f.). it might be also a 
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Šuppiluliuma’s accession to the throne; and the start of a new campaign 

detailed at the beginning of Fragment 15. Consequently, they suggested 

placing Šuppiluliuma’s accession somewhere at the beginning of the 

Third Tablet (i.e., between Fragments 15–17 (Copy G)).  

Del Monte (2009, 9–11) placed Fragment 13
10

 after Fragment 17,
11

 thus 

extending the description of Tudhaliya’s reign in the DŠ by one more 

tablet. Consequently, Šuppiluliuma’s accession should be placed in the 

gap between Fragments 17 and 18.
12

  

Recently Cordani (2011a, 145f.) suggested that the reference to 
LÚ

GURUŠ (‘adult, man (in the bloom of youth)’) in Fragment 16
13

 

(KUB 19.18 ii 5’)—a term that also appears in the description of 

Arnuwanda II’s accession in the AM (KBo 3.4+ i 10-13)—may indicate 

Šuppiluliuma’s accession at this point.
14

  

In my opinion, Güterbock’s suggestion is the least likely, since the 

eleven lines gap that he suggests seems to be too short to include all of 

the aforementioned events. However, the precise position of 

Šuppiluliuma’s accession in the text is still difficult to determine. It 

should probably be placed somewhere between Fragments 15 and 18, 

but the problem is that Fragment 18 is actually ‘floating׳.
15

  

 
duplicate of a section in the 23 missing lines at the beginning of Copy F col. 

iii. 
10  Text: D = KUB 19.11+ KBo 22.12+ KBo 50.10; E = KUB 19.10 + KBo 

50.14. Edition: Güterbock 1956, 65f.; del Monte 2009, 15–17, 40–46, 154. 

For KBo 50.10 col. iv, see Groddek 2008a, 109f.; for KBo 50.14, see id., 

116.  
11  Text: G = KUB 19.18. Edition: Güterbock 1956, 78; del Monte 2009, 22f., 

38f. 
12  Text: A = KBo 14.4; B = KBo 14.5. Edition: Güterbock 1956, 79f.; del 

Monte 2009, 52f., 58–61. Discussion: Heinhold-Krahmer 1977, 66–68.  
13  Text: G = KUB 19.18. Edition: Güterbock 1956, 77; del Monte 2009, 22, 

38f.  
14  Note, however, that even if the term does indicate the accession of a Hittite 

king, it is perhaps referring to the accession of Tudhalya ‘the Younger’.  
15  Güterbock titled the section in which Fragment 18 is included ‘Further 

fragments whose tablet numbers are unknown’. The problem with these 

fragments is even greater than Güterbock’s edition indicates: he placed 

them between Fragments 17 (Third Tablet) and 28 (Seventh Tablet), but it 

is quite possible that at least some of them should be placed after the 

Seventh Tablet (i.e. during or following the Second Syrian War). For more 
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1.2  The el-Amarna Archive 
 

The chronological outline of the period in question is mainly a result of 

my examination of the Amarna letters. The most prominent letters will 

be discussed in detail later in this work. By way of introduction, let us 

first address general questions about the pharaohs who ruled during this 

time.  

 

1.2.1  The Amarna pharaohs 

 
Amenhotep III ruled for 37 or 38 years, and Akhenaten, his son and 

successor, ruled for 17 years (Hornung 2006, 204–206). In the past, 

some scholars (Freu 1992; Giles 1997; etc.) suggested that Amenhotep 

III appointed Akhenaten coregent—some, indeed, suggested that this 

went on for as long as twelve years, based on the restoration of the 

hieratic digits in the docket of EA 27 [1]2.
16

 However, as Redford has 

already demonstrated (1967, 162–169), this hypothesis is problematic 

since it forces us to ascribe all the letters addressed to Akhenaten as sole 

ruler to a period of only six or seven years, which seems too short. This 

might be resolved by dating the last letters of the archive to the reign(s) 

of Akhenaten’s successor(s), but this solution is also unsatisfying, 

because in that case we must explain why they were not taken when the 

royal court moved to the new capital city at Memphis, since it would 

mean that they belonged to dossiers that were still active. This seems 

even more problematic when we consider that the letters brought to 

Amarna (Akhetaten) cover a period of eleven or twelve years before the 

establishment of the archive.
17

 Consequently, we should reject the 

scenario of twelve years of coregency. Reading the hieratic number in 

EA 27 as ‘2’ leaves us with yet another option of a short coregency 

lasting several months. The problem with this proposal is that between 

 
on this problem, see also Miller 2013, 126f. (who concludes that 

Šuppiluliuma’s accession should be placed somewhere between the Third 

and the Seventh Tablets).  
16  nom rom  oF the reading of the docket, see Kitchen 1962, 6–8; Campbell 

1964, 24f.; Kühne 1973, 43f., 47 (and n. 221); Giles 1997, 45; id. 2001, 

136f. 
17  In addition, reading [1]2 should probably be abandoned due to collation 

(Miller 2007a, 266f.; Mynářová 2011, 124f.). 
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the death of Amenhotep III and the arrival of EA 27, several other letters 

were dispatched between Tušratta and Teye; when one considers the 

typical time that elapsed between letters in the Great Kings’ 

correspondence (approximately one year), this suggestion should be 

rejected, as well
18

 (Redford 1967, 168f.). 

All in all, Akhenaten’s successors, King Smenkhkare and/or Queen 

Regnant ‛Ankhetkheprure’,
19

 ruled for about three years.
20

 The order of 

these two kings is unclear,
21

 as is the question of whether there was 

coregency between them. As for the coregency between Akhenaten and 

the first of these two rulers, I agree with those who contend that there is 

no real evidence for its existence
22

 (Hornung 2006, 205f.; cf. Eaton-

Krauss 1990, 551; Kitchen 2007, 168). These questions are crucial for 

this study and will be examined in further detail after discussing the 

Second Syrian War and the daḫamunzu- episode. 

 
18  There are other findings, unrelated to the Amarna archive, that do not 

support the coregency theory; see Kitchen 1962, 6–8; Campbell 1964, 53; 

Kühne 1973, 126f.; Gabolde 1998, 62–98; Eaton-2006 and Krauss 2001, 

91f.; Hornung 2006, 205f.; Miller 2007a, 267 n. 65. 
19  It seems that at a certain point in her career, Queen ‛Ankhetkheprure‛, ruled 

as a king. For more on her and her identification, see: Murnane 1990b, 177; 

id. 1995, 207; id. 2001, 16–18; Krauss 1997, 238f., 247f.; Gabolde 2001, 

27f.; Hornung 2006, 207f.; Darnell and Manassa 2007; Miller 2007a, 272–

275; Allen 2009, 18–20. 
20  This estimate depends on the division of regnal years on wine jar dockets 

(and other commodities) between Akhenaten’s successors (Hornung 2006, 

207f.; Krauss and Warrburton 2006, 477). Although there are allegedly four 

regnal years documented in Amarna after the death of Akhenaten, the time 

range of (approximately) ‘three years’ was chosen here, since the third year 

was probably not a full one. 
21  Thus, some believe that Akhenaten was replaced by ‛Ankhetkheprure‛ (e.g. 

Murnane 1995, 205–207; Miller 2007a, 272–275; Allen 2009, 10–12), 

while others claim he was replaced by Smenkhkare (e.g. Krauss 1997, 

238f.; Gabolde 2001, 30; Hornung 2006, 207f.).  
22  There are two arguments in support of the notion that these two kings 

reigned independently. The first is based on the wine jars dockets 

mentioned above. The second is based on an inscription discovered on a 

supply jar; initially ‘Regnal Year 17: honey’ was written, but later this 

inscription was erased and changed to ‘Regnal Year 1: wine’ (Murnane 

1995, 207).  
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After this time, Tutankhamun ruled for approximately ten years, Ay 

ruled for four years, and Haremhab ruled between fourteen (Van Dijk 

2008) and twenty-seven years (Hornung 2006, 208f.). 

 

1.2.2  Chronology of the site and the archive 

 

Determining the time when the archive was active also depends on 

determining the period in which the city of Akhetaten was settled. Based 

on the inscription on Boundary stela K (Murnane 1995, 73) and wine 

jars dockets discovered at the site and, it is clear that Akhenaten and his 

court arrived in the city during his fifth regnal year (Hornung 2006, 

207). The question as to when the city was abandoned is more 

complicated. Items bearing the names ‛Ankhetkheprure‛, Smenkhkare 

and Tutankhamun were discovered in Amarna. From the wine jars 

dockets (and vessels of other commodities) it is clear that after ‘Year 17’ 

followed Years 1, 2 and 3,
23

 and at the end came an additional ‘Year 1’, 

which was the last year that a pharaoh resided in Akhetaten.  

There are several possibilities with regard to the distribution of these 

years between Akhenaten’s successors. The first is to assign the first 

three regnal years to ‛Ankhetkheprure‛ or Smenkhkare, and the final 

regnal year to whichever was second. The second possibility is that 

during the first three years, either both or only one of them ruled, while 

the last year of reign belonged to Tutankhamun. That being the case, we 

can already determine the maximal date for the end of the archive’s 

activity: the royal court left Akhetaten no later than Tutankhamun’s first 

regnal year,
24

 and for this reason, it is hard to believe that letters that 

were addressed to Tutankhamun, and all the more so to one of his 

successors, were kept in the archive. Thus, ‘Niphuriya’ (Tutankhamun’s 

prenomen) mentioned in EA 9 (and perhaps also in EA 210—but see 

Moran 1992, xxix n.82), should be identified with Akhenaten. This 

means that all letters should be dated to Akhenaten’s reign, unless there 

is a compelling reason not to do so.  

 
23  Given the small number of labels of ‘Year 3’, we can conclude it was not a 

full year (Krauss 1997, 231f., 245; Hornung 2006, 208). 
24  To be precise, after the grape harvest of Tutankhamun’s first regnal year and 

prior to the grape harvest of his second year (Krauss 1997, 248). 


