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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

At the outset of the central argument in the Letter to the Galatians, Paul asks 
his readers the question: “This alone I want to know from you: was it from 
works of the Law that you received the Spirit, or from the proclamation of 
faith?” (Gal 3:2).1  From this point forward, the Spirit plays a crucial role in 
Paul’s argument, appearing at climactic moments in his case (3:13-14; 4:4-6; 
4:29-31), as well as undergirding the final hortatory section of the epistle (5:5; 
5:16-25; 6:8).  The tone of the question, in addition to the rest of the argu-
ment, makes quite clear the answer that Paul expects to hear – the Galatians 
received the Spirit from the proclamation of faith.  Although the answer to the 
question is obvious, the presupposition of that answer remains elusive: what 
significance does Paul attach to the reception of the Spirit?  Perhaps equally 
puzzling, why does Paul connect the gift of the Spirit with the blessing of 
Abraham (Gal 3:13-14)?  The present work seeks to answer these questions 
by exploring various OT prophetic themes that connect the outpouring of the 
Spirit with the restoration of Israel, and by tracing the development of these 
themes in the Second Temple period.  The premise of the study is that these 
traditional Jewish expectations about the Spirit shed light on Paul’s argument 
in Galatians 3-6. 

Status Quaestionis 

Although studies of Galatians since the time of the Reformation have focused 
primarily on the contentious issue of justification by faith, scholars have more 
recently begun to recognize the centrality of the Spirit in Paul’s argument.  In 
a volume that presents a tradition-historical approach to Paul’s pneumatology, 
Johannes Vos devotes a chapter to the relationship between the Spirit and the 
inheritance of Abraham in Galatians.2  In addition, Vos includes a chapter on 
salvation and the Spirit in the OT and in early Judaism.3  Vos rightly ac-
knowledges the connection between the gift of the Spirit and the inclusion of 
��������������������������������������������������������

1 Unless otherwise noted, translations of the NT are my own. 
2 Johannes Sijko Vos, Traditionsgeschichtliche Untersuchungen zur paulinischen Pneu-

matologie (Assen: Van Gorcum, 1973), 85-106. 
3 Ibid., 34-73. 
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the Gentiles within Paul’s understanding of the covenant with Abraham.  
Moreover, he rightly notes that for Paul the gift of the Spirit comes about 
solely on the basis of the proclamation of the gospel.  The main weakness in 
Vos’s study is that with rare exception he fails to relate his treatment of the 
Spirit in the OT and Judaism to his interpretation of Galatians.  Even when he 
does relate the two, he does so only by referring the reader back to the previ-
ous chapter without giving a detailed analysis of the points of overlap be-
tween Galatians and the OT.4 

David Lull’s The Spirit in Galatia explores the experience of the Spirit 
among the Galatians in two major sections.5  In the first part, he argues that 
the initial reception of the Spirit took place in the context of preaching rather 
than baptism.  The second part of the study then considers the significance of 
the Spirit for Paul under the headings of soteriology, Christology, and escha-
tology.  Lull makes important connections in this second part, explaining the 
soteriological role of the Spirit in terms of the eschatological new creation to 
which Paul refers at the end of Galatians and connecting this latter term with 
Paul’s reference to the kingdom of God and the Israel of God.  Nevertheless, 
the study remains preliminary and largely underdeveloped.  While Lull does 
well to redress the neglect of the Spirit in so many studies of Galatians and to 
highlight the significance of the Spirit on a global level, his discussion does 
not offer as much as one would hope for by way of probing exegetical analy-
sis.  Most noteworthy is the paucity of OT and Second Temple Jewish texts 
examined in the study.6 

In The Cross and the Spirit, Charles Cosgrove also addresses the centrality 
of the Spirit in Paul’s argument and makes a strong case that Gal 3:1-5 de-
serves more prominence in the discussion of Galatians than the history of in-
terpretation has afforded it.7  The central point of Cosgrove’s study is that 
these verses open up a window into the problem Paul was addressing in Gala-
tia: “[W]hether believers can promote their ongoing experience of the Spirit 
by doing the Law.”8  Cosgrove makes a compelling case that for Paul life in 
the Spirit and participation in the cross are inseparable.  It is only through the 
cross, Paul argues, that the Galatians received the Spirit and can continue in 

��������������������������������������������������������
4 For example, Vos (Paulinische Pneumatologie, 92-93) asserts that the primary back-

ground to Paul’s understanding of the Spirit in Gal 3:6-14 is to be found in Deutero-Isaiah.  
Rather than giving a detailed comparison of texts, however, he simply refers the reader to the 
previous chapter on the Spirit in the OT. 

5 David J. Lull, The Spirit in Galatia: Paul’s Interpretation of Pneuma as Divine Power 
(SBLDS 49; Ann Arbor: Scholars Press, 1980). 

6 Only three OT texts (Gen 21:10-12; Isa 54:1; Hosea 2:1) appear in the scripture index of 
the book, in addition to the apocryphal 2 Esdras 3:21-22; see ibid., 225. 

7 Charles H. Cosgrove, The Cross and the Spirit: A Study in the Argument and Theology 
of Galatians (Macon: Mercer University, 1988). 

8 Ibid., 2. 
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the Spirit.  Although in the course of his argument Cosgrove notes some of 
the Second Temple Jewish expectations about the Spirit, he does not fully ex-
plore the significance of these expectations for Paul’s argument, nor does he 
sufficiently address the importance of restoration eschatology in Paul’s rea-
soning.  In effect, Cosgrove’s work asks different questions than the present 
study.  Whereas Cosgrove argues that the Spirit is a central issue in Galatians 
and that it is closely connected with the cross, he does not ask why the Spirit 
plays such a crucial role in Paul’s argument. 

Gordon Fee’s study God’s Empowering Presence devotes approximately 
one hundred pages to discussing the role of the Spirit in Galatians.9  Fee 
reaches four conclusions with regard to the Spirit.10  First, the Spirit has re-
placed the Torah as an “identity marker” for the Christian community.  Sec-
ond, the Spirit serves as the means of coming to completion in the Christian 
life.  Third, the Spirit functions for Paul as “the main eschatological reality, 
the certain evidence that the future has begun and the guarantee of its con-
summation.”11  Finally, the Spirit serves as God’s personal presence among 
Christians.  In the course of his exegesis, Fee makes note of the various pro-
phetic texts that connect the Spirit with new exodus imagery, but he does not 
explore the significance of these texts for Paul’s argument.  Moreover, Fee 
downplays the significance of developments in the intertestamental period for 
Paul’s understanding of the Spirit, devoting a mere five and a half pages to 
discussion of the writings of that era.12  One unfortunate result of this neglect 
is Fee’s assertion that the “curse of the Law” in Gal 3:13-14 refers to Torah 
observance.13 

Each of these four major studies acknowledges the eschatological signifi-
cance of the Spirit for Paul, but none adequately develops the most pertinent 
background of the Spirit as an eschatological sign.  Despite the many refer-
ences to the “last age,” the “new creation,” “the new aeon,” and other equiva-
lent terms, none explores the prophetic texts that connect the Spirit with the 
restoration of Israel and the importance of the motifs associated with the 
Spirit for Paul’s argument.  Moreover, none of these works traces the devel-
opment of these themes in the Second Temple period in order to establish the 
cultural and religious context in which Paul’s argument most makes sense.  A 
closer examination of the various expectations about the Spirit in both the OT 
and the Second Temple period will help to show how Paul’s emphasis on the 
Spirit both corresponds to and deviates from his contemporary setting. 

��������������������������������������������������������
9 Gordon D. Fee, God’s Empowering Presence: The Holy Spirit in the Letters of Paul 

(Peabody: Hendrickson, 1994), 367-471. 
10 Ibid., 469-71. 
11 Ibid., 470. 
12 Ibid., 910-15. 
13 Ibid., 392. 
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Thesis 

The present study will demonstrate that the key to understanding the role of 
the Spirit in Galatians can be found in some of the OT Prophets and Jewish 
traditions stemming from those texts that associate the outpouring of the 
Spirit with the restoration of Israel.  There is good prima facie evidence that 
prophecies of restoration, especially (though not limited to) those found in 
Isaiah, play a significant role in Paul’s thought, particularly in Galatians.  The 
term he uses to describe his message, “gospel,” most likely has its roots in the 
good news proclaimed in the second half of Isaiah.14  Furthermore, Paul de-
scribes his call and ministry in language drawn from that very section of 
Isaiah: “But when the one who set me apart from my mother’s womb and 
called me through his grace was pleased to reveal his Son in me, in order that 
I might preach him among the Gentiles…” (Gal 1:15-16; cf. Isa 49:5-6; the 
description of Paul’s being “set apart from his mother’s womb” also resem-
bles Jer 1:4, perhaps even more closely than Isa 49:5-6).  Both the manner of 
Paul’s call and his mission to the Gentiles dovetail with some of the central 
themes of Deutero-Isaiah.15  It should not be surprising, therefore, to see res-
toration themes from both Isaiah and later appropriations of Isaiah undergird-
ing the argument of the epistle. 

This collocation of themes relating the Spirit, the heart, sonship, and the 
curses of Deuteronomy will help to shed light on how Paul understands the 
curse of the Law in Gal 3:10-14. Pace Fee, the curse Paul has in mind is not 
Torah observance in general, but rather the curse that the Law pronounces on 
the nation for failure to obey the covenant, as N. T. Wright and James M. 
Scott have independently argued.16  The manifestation of the Spirit, I will ar-
gue, demonstrates Israel’s redemption from the curse, and further illuminates 
Paul’s references to the “kingdom of God” in Gal 5:21 and to the Christian 
community as the “Israel of God” in 6:16.17  Indeed, eschatological expecta-
tions about the Spirit also undergird the hortatory argument in Galatians 5-6, 

��������������������������������������������������������
14 See the discussion on pp. 81-86 below. 
15 For a persuasively argued reading of Romans along these lines, see J. Ross Wagner, Jr., 

Heralds of the Good News: Isaiah and Paul in Concert in the Letter to the Romans (Leiden: 
Brill, 2002). 

16 N. T. Wright, The Climax of the Covenant: Christ and the Law in Pauline Theology 
(Minneapolis: Fortress, 1992), 137-56; see also idem, The New Testament and the People of 
God (Christian Origins and the Question of God 1; Minneapolis: Fortress, 1992); James M. 
Scott, “‘For as Many as are of Works of the Law are Under a Curse’ (Galatians 3.10),” in 
Paul and the Scriptures of Israel (ed. Craig A. Evans and James A. Sanders; JSNTSup 83; 
Sheffield: Sheffield Academic, 1993), 187-221.  Scott’s essay adumbrates some of the key 
themes to be explored in the present study. 

17 On the latter text see G. K. Beale, “Peace and Mercy Upon the Israel of God: The Old 
Testament Background of Galatians 6,16b,” Bib 80 (1999): 204-23. 
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though in a way that stands traditional Jewish understandings of the Law on 
their head.  This revisionary re-reading of Israel’s history, though, is one of 
many threads that hold the hortatory section of the epistle together with the 
exegetical argument in Galatians 3-4. 

Significance 

The present study makes several contributions to biblical scholarship.  First, it 
provides a more detailed treatment of the connection between the Spirit and 
restoration eschatology in Second Temple Judaism than has been offered to 
date.  Although some studies have appeared with brief overviews of the role 
of the Spirit in many texts of this period, for the most part these works tend 
not to provide detailed exegesis of some of the key texts.  Rather, they offer 
summaries with a number of citations but little in-depth discussion.18  Other 
works focus on different aspects of Spirit-endowment such as prophecy and 
inspired exegesis that have less bearing than restoration eschatology on Gala-
tians.19  The present study provides a fuller picture of the variety of eschato-
logical expectations surrounding the Spirit in Second Temple Judaism.  One 
important aspect of these expectations is the connection between the outpour-
ing of the Spirit and redemption from the curses of the Law.  This connection 
leads to a second contribution of the study. 

The close association between the giving of the Spirit and the redemption 
of Israel, both in the Prophets and in the Second Temple period, helps to clar-
ify Paul’s understanding of the “curse of the Law” in Gal 3:13.  The way that 
texts such as the Words of the Luminaries and the Testament of Judah de-
scribe the outpouring of the Spirit as the solution to Israel’s status under the 
curses of Leviticus and/or Deuteronomy suggests that Paul’s appeal to the 
Spirit functions in an analogous manner.  In Galatians as in these other texts, 
the reception of the Spirit signals the redemption of Israel from the curse and 
the empowerment of believers to order their lives rightly before God. 

��������������������������������������������������������
18 See, e.g., Robert P. Menzies, The Development of Early Christian Pneumatology with 

special reference to Luke-Acts (JSNTSup 54; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic, 1991), 53-76, 
and more recently Finny Philip, The Origins of Pauline Pneumatology (WUNT 2.194; Tübin-
gen: Mohr/Siebeck, 2005), 77-88.  Earlier exceptions to this deficiency are Max-Alain 
Chevallier, L’Esprit et le Messie dans le bas-judaïsme et le Nouveau Testament (Paris: 
Presses Universitaires de France, 1958) and idem, Souffle de Dieu: le Saint-Esprit dans le 
Nouveau Testament (Point Théologique 26; Paris: Éditions Beauchesne, 1978); the wider 
availability of texts, especially from Qumran, since the publication of Chevallier’s works 
justifies a new study. 

19 See, e.g., John R. Levison, The Spirit in First Century Judaism (AGJU 29; Leiden; New 
York: Brill, 1997). 
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With respect to this understanding of the curse as that pronounced by Deu-
teronomy, the present study also advances the discussion about the substance 
of the curse.  By paying close attention to the significance of life and death in 
the epistle, I offer an interpretation of the curse in Gal 3:10-14 that makes bet-
ter sense of Paul and at the same time fits with Deuteronomy’s own descrip-
tion of the curse.  One feature of Paul’s argument that distinguishes him from 
some of his contemporaries is his lack of clear reference to exile and return.  
In contrast to the emphasis on exile in both Deuteronomy and some texts from 
the Second Temple period, the category of exile is conspicuously absent in 
Paul’s writings.  Rather, the key categories for his understanding of the curse 
and of the Spirit are death and life, respectively, suggesting that Paul funda-
mentally interpreted the curse of Deuteronomy as consisting of death.20 

The significance of this association between the Spirit and life in Galatians 
remains underdeveloped to date.  The exploration of this association is a third 
major contribution of the present study.  The contrast between life and death 
runs like a leitmotif throughout the epistle, beginning with Gal 2:15-21. 
Moreover, Paul fundamentally understands the contrast between the Spirit and 
the Law in terms of life and death.  Whereas the Law is unable to make alive 
(Gal 3:21), the one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life (Gal 6:8).  As 
will become evident through a careful exegesis of several of these passages, 
this contrast between life and death is a crucial one to make sense of how Ga-
latians fits together as a whole. 

Outline of the Argument 

Chapter two, “New Exodus, New Creation I: The Spirit and the Restoration of 
Israel in the OT Prophetic Literature,” traces the connection between the out-
pouring of the Spirit and the restoration of Israel in the OT prophetic corpus.  
By examining these themes in a number of passages from Isaiah, Ezekiel and 
Joel, the present work demonstrates that the gift of the Spirit was one impor-
tant aspect of OT eschatological expectations.  Moreover, I show that this 
hope can be expressed with a variety of images.  Rather than depicting a 
monolithic eschatological program, the prophets variously associate the Spirit 
with fruitfulness, the renewal of the heart, sonship and several other motifs.  
In addition, these themes most often appear in the context of descriptions of a 
new exodus and/or a new creation – a significant point for understanding 
Paul’s emphasis at the end of Galatians on “new creation” (Gal 6:16). 

Equally important for our understanding of Paul’s argument is the devel-
opment of these eschatological motifs in the so-called intertestamental period, 

��������������������������������������������������������
20 As we will see, Deuteronomy itself often describes the curse in terms of death. 
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which is the focus of the third chapter, “New Exodus, New Creation II: The 
Spirit and the Restoration of Israel in the Second Temple Period.” Paul did 
not write in a vacuum, but in the world of first-century Judaism.  An explora-
tion of the themes of the Spirit and restoration in such literature as the Psalms 
of Solomon, the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, Jubilees, the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, and other pseudepigraphical literature will help to demonstrate that 
such expectations continued to influence first century Jewish beliefs in a vari-
ety of texts and genres. 

The fourth chapter, “New Exodus and the Spirit in Galatians 3-4: From 
Death to Life, From Slavery to Sonship,” provides exegetical probes of three 
key texts with respect to the Spirit in Galatians 3-4 (Gal 3:1-5; 3:10-14; 4:1-
7). In particular, it focuses on the role of the Spirit with regard to questions of 
the curse of the Law and sonship .  Moreover, it addresses the question of the 
inheritance of Abraham referred to in Galatians 3, demonstrating that Paul 
reads the promises to Abraham through the Galatians’ experience of the Spirit 
in light of the eschatological expectations of the time.  For Paul, in other 
words, the gift of the Spirit fulfills the promise to Abraham, albeit in a trans-
posed key in terms of the worldwide restoration of Israel via the mission to 
the Gentiles and the heavenly Jerusalem. 

The eschatological outpouring of the Spirit also undergirds Paul’s ethical 
arguments in Galatians 5-6, the subject of the fifth chapter, “New Creation 
and the Spirit in Galatians 5-6: Bearing Fruit Unto Eternal Life.” Much of 
Paul’s argument regarding so-called ethical issues relies heavily on the gift of 
the Spirit.  Although the textual connections with the OT and Second Temple 
literature are not as strong in Galatians 5-6, this chapter shows that themati-
cally Paul’s argument continues to presuppose the inauguration of the es-
chatological age as described in the Prophets and the Second Temple period. 

Methodology 

It is important to note at the outset that, with a few exceptions, the present 
study does not argue that Paul consciously alludes to the specific OT and 
Second Temple texts considered in chapters two and three.  Rather, the pur-
pose of exploring these texts is to establish the kinds of expectations that were 
available to Paul and his contemporaries.21  There are different reasons for 
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21 The present study thus differs methodologically from Richard B. Hays, Echoes of Scrip-

ture in the Letters of Paul (New Haven: Yale University, 1989).  Whereas Hays sought to 
understand Paul as a reader of Scripture, my goal is to demonstrate how Second Temple Jew-
ish expectations about the Spirit shape Paul’s argument.  Although this will necessarily in-
volve some discussion of how Paul interprets texts, the focus is not so much on Paul’s her-
meneutical approach or on detecting conscious allusions as it is on themes that appear in a 
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examining the OT and the Second Temple literature.  Since they were avail-
able to Paul, the OT texts present a reliable source for the themes and images 
that he uses.  The Second Temple literature shows which of these texts still 
influenced eschatological expectations among Jews of the period, as well as 
which themes tended to appear together, and so provide a helpful body of lit-
erature to compare with Paul’s use of OT imagery. 

Because the focus of the study is on Second Temple Jewish understandings 
of the outpouring of the Spirit as they reflect earlier prophetic expectations, 
the reader will note that chapter two on the Spirit in the OT Prophets makes 
little note of modern distinctions between redactional layers in the texts. The 
reason for this approach can be stated quite simply: neither Paul nor his Sec-
ond Temple Jewish contemporaries and near contemporaries would have read 
OT texts in this way, and so the results of source, form and redaction criticism 
have little to no bearing on the appropriation of themes from the OT in the 
Second Temple period.  On the other hand, one must take care not to assume 
that Jews of this period read their sacred books in a manner analogous to con-
temporary canonical criticism.22  The goal of the second chapter, then, is to 
set forth all of the images that were available both to Paul and to his contem-
poraries relating the outpouring of the Spirit to the restoration of Israel.  In 
some ways my approach shares a number of similarities with Francis Wat-
son’s recent contribution to Pauline studies.23  The present work investigates 
the relationship between Israel’s Scriptures on the one hand and Second Tem-
ple Jewish and Pauline reception of those Scriptures on the other.  The main 
difference between my approach and Watson’s is that whereas Watson fo-
cuses on explicit citation and interpretation of OT texts, the present work con-
siders how broader OT and Second Temple themes shape Paul’s understand-
ing of the Spirit, for the most part without asserting whether or how Paul was 
consciously interpreting the scriptural texts about the Spirit. 

This articulation serves as a helpful transition to what I intend to achieve 
with respect to Galatians in the present work. As has already been noted, the 
goal of the study is not to suggest that Paul alludes to all or any of the texts 
discussed in chapters two and three.  Rather, the analysis of these texts serves 
to describe one “encyclopedia” of late Second Temple Jewish expectations 
regarding the Spirit and the restoration of Israel in order to show how Paul’s 
argument fits within his cultural context.24  Any such approach, however, runs 
��������������������������������������������������������

variety of texts and as a result influence the language and imagery that Paul highlights in his 
own argument. 

22 See, e.g., John Barton, Oracles of God: Perceptions of Ancient Prophecy in Israel after 
the Exile (New York: Oxford University, 1986), 149-51. 

23 Francis Watson, Paul and the Hermeneutics of Faith (New York: T&T Clark, 2004).   
24 I borrow the term “encyclopedia” from Umberto Eco (A Theory of Semiotics [Bloom-

ington: Indiana University, 1979]).  Eco uses the word to describe the various possibilities of 
conveying meaning with concrete “contextual and circumstantial selections” (p. 105).  The 
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the risk of appearing arbitrary – how does one legitimately choose which texts 
shed light on Galatians?  One helpful way to address the question is to think 
in terms of multiply attested collocations of themes.25  In other words, each 
text considered in chapters two and three does not stand on its own, but rather 
gains significance for Paul’s thought when it shares a number of themes with 
other texts and with Galatians.  So, for example, Isa 44:3, 4Q504, and the Tes-
tament of Judah all in some way connect the outpouring of the Spirit with the 
blessing, and the latter two texts do so in contexts that speak of Israel’s suffer-
ing under the curses of Deuteronomy and/or Leviticus.  When these themes 
appear together in Galatians 3 in the context of Paul’s discussion of the curse 
of the Law, it seems probable that he is tapping into and addressing an expec-
tation available in various circles of Second Temple Judaism.  As we will see, 
Paul’s argument often reflects certain patterns found in a number of the texts 
we consider below, but perhaps equally as often he modifies or challenges 
those patterns.  Even if Paul did not know any of the texts discussed in chap-
ter three of the present study, many of the themes that they employ are present 
in the OT prophetic texts available to Paul.  Like many of his contemporaries, 
Paul most likely often used these motifs without consciously alluding to the 
OT texts in which the themes feature prominently.26 
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meaning a speaker or listener associates with a given word or set of words depends on the 
speaker’s historical and cultural context.  Eco uses the example of the word “whale,” which 
connotes different things in ancient and modern contexts, and within modern contexts in sci-
entific as opposed to literary settings (pp. 112-14).  In the present study, we will seek to de-
scribe an “encyclopedia” of images and ideas associated with the outpouring of the Spirit for 
Paul as a first-century Jew familiar with the Scriptures of Israel living in a time of expectation 
about the Spirit and the restoration of Israel.  I should also note that the primary goal of this 
study is to make sense of Paul’s argument irrespective of how his audience would have re-
ceived it.  This is not to deny that Galatians is a contingent text addressing specific historical 
circumstances in the Galatian churches.  Rather, it is to affirm that the primary object of study 
is Paul’s argument, not a reconstruction of the make-up of the Galatian churches.  On the 
problematic nature of the biblical literacy of Paul’s congregations, see Christopher D. Stan-
ley, “‘Pearls Before Swine’: Did Paul’s Audiences Understand his Biblical Quotations?” 
NovT 41 (1999): 124-44; idem, Arguing with Scripture: The Rhetoric of Quotations in the 
Letters of Paul (New York/London: T&T Clark, 2004), 38-61. 

25 I owe this formulation to a private conversation with James Scott.  For a similar ap-
proach articulated in terms of tradition and its interpretations, see Sylvia C. Keesmaat, Paul 
and his Story: (Re)interpreting the Exodus Tradition (JSNTSup 181; Sheffield: Sheffield 
Academic, 1999), 15-53. 

26 For a recent articulation of a similar approach to the relationship between Israel’s Scrip-
tures and Paul’s writings, see Roy E. Ciampa, “Scriptural Language and Ideas,” in As it is 
Written: Studying Paul’s Use of Scripture (ed. Stanley E. Porter and Christopher D. Stanley; 
SBLSymS 50; Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 2008), 41-57. 


